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tract which he ascribes, possibly incorrectly, to Thomas Gres-
ham.276 Burwash and Scammell have made a start on the rich
source material available for a study of ship-building and
shipping.2*7

The old certainty that the Tudor state pursued a consciously
mercantilist policy has been severely shaken. Stone sees purely
military ends in what on the face of it looks like an economic
policy; by criticizing the sources, Elton casts doubt on the
whole notion of a policy directed from the centre.278 Clarkson,
on the other hand, uses the leather industry in order to argue
after all for self-conscious central control in the interests of
economic advance.279 Another social problem of the century
has been subjected to 'social science' treatment; indeed, it is
arguable that only the concerns of modern sociology have been
at work in inventing the problem at all. Using a 'model5, in
order to study social mobility, Stone argues that at this time
the class structure (was there a class structure?) was less rigid
than before or after; but his use of sources is peculiar and the
result neither certain nor striking. Everitt's more modest con-
tribution persuades better but has little new to say.280

At this time, economic history also comprehends the story
of exploration and of imperial beginnings. (See also Rowse,
n. 148.) The earliest voyages under English auspices have been
re-studied, with great additions to knowledge and much
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